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A Note From the Editors 


Kelvin, 


The Paperclip, like most things, is looking a little 
different this year. Our pages aren’t speckled with the 
cherry and grey of Kelvin jerseys and retellings of 
our favourite Coffeehouse moments. We don’t have 
any school events to sponsor. We’re a little subdued, 
if you will. 


Without our beloved school events and our graduated 
crop of treasured writers, The Paperclip has been at a 
bit of a standstill, but we’re still here. We wanted to 
get something out for you before the end of 2020, 
and it appears, even during a pandemic, and after a 
whole of logistical trial and error, we still work better 
under a time crunch. So. here is, finally, The Kelvin 
Paperclip: Covid Style. 


Happy holidays, 

Lydia Venema 

(PS. Sending my continuous thanks to Mr. Gregory, 
Mr. J. Young, and Mr. Burdeniuk for their support. 
We would be nothing without you. A special note of 


love and appreciation to our newest addition to the 
editing team, Martina. We adore having you!) 


Hey Kelvin! 


Dear Kelvin, 


‘To be honest, I was not sure when the next time Pd 
be writing to you would be; the 7 months I spent out 
of the editing room and out of the publication loop 
made the Paperclip seem like a fever dream or a dusty 
memory that I wished to return to. And return we did; 
even without the key sports and arts events that allowed 
us to share our stories about the Kelvin experience, 
we editors managed to dust off our writing minds and 
share some words for you to enjoy. 


Things are ever-changing; more than ever before and 
more than they possibly ever will. There’s a lot that I 
and all of us wish we could do that has to take a backseat 
to our health and safety, but luckily, the Paperclip is still 
here for all of you to peruse (and contribute to!) in this 
time of isolation. 


I hope you find something in here that can spark some 
joy; be it our writing, our wonderful new team member, 
Martina, our trusty helpers Mr. Gregory, Mr. J Young 
and Mr. Burdeniuk, or perhaps a newfound inspiration 
to create. 


Enjoy! 


Amy Kong 


Thank you very much for taking the time to read this issue of the Paperclip - it means a lot to us. I am very excited 
and extremely honoured to have joined the editorial team this year! It is our hope that we can inform the student 
body on everything that is going on in the school, and provide a space where students can share their work. With 
that being said, we would love to have submissions of art, writing or photography at any point so please don’t 


hesitate to reach out to contribute! 


All three of us love working on the Paperclip and are so grateful to Mr J. Young, Mr. Burdeniuk and Mr. Gregory 
for all of their help in making this possible. Hopefully you'll find something that gives you a new perspective and 
appreciation for what goes on at Kelvin High School! ‘Thank you again and happy holidays! 


Martina Barclay 
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World Issues 


A New Era of the American Election 


by Lydia Venema 


The end of the Trump presidency. Disputed, hard-fought, 
for many, long-awaited. So, which factors defeated the 
man who beat impeachment? 


Four years ago, there were many predictions about what 
might happen during Donald Trump’s term in office: 
nuclear war with North Korea, a brick wall built along the 
US’ southern border, an economic boom, but the thing 
virtually no one predicted was a global pandemic. 


And during the 2020 general election, Americans found 
themselves in a new era of voting: early, absentee, by mail. 


Now, none of these concepts are new. Expats, students 
attending university out-of-state, and the elderly have been 
using methods of voting alternative to lining up outside 
your local polling station on election day for years. But 
in 2020, where social distance and staying home are top 
priorities, voting early and by mail have become somewhat 
of the norm. In fact, a statistic from the BBC asserts that 
nearly 100 million early votes were cast. Notably, ‘Texas 
has already hit 65.8% of the 2016 voter turnout in early 
votes. Another statistic out of the Lone Star State says that 
97% eligible citizens in Travis County, the region of the 
state’s capital, Austin, are now registered to vote. This is up 
from only 63% in 2016. While Democrats lost in Texas, it 
was by a slimmer margin than in 2016. 


In Georgia, Stacey Abrams had worked tirelessly since 
her 2018 gubernatorial defeat to register new Democratic 
voters, particularly Black voters and young voters, and her 
work paid off: the state flipped blue for the first time since 
1992, 


Notable swing states Wisconsin, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, 
Arizona, and Nevada all went to Biden, shifting from their 
pro-Republican results in 2016. 


The numbers are telling: Americans are angry with 
the way their country is being run, and they are finding 
adaptive ways to exercise their right to vote for change 
during these unpredictable and atypical times. 


Sources 


“US election 2020: How many Americans have voted early so 
far?” !BBC News. 2 Nov. 2020 https://www.google.ca/amp/s/ 


www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-us-canada-54665375 


Findell, Elizabeth. “Early Voting in Texas Breaks Records.” Wall 
Street Journal. 14 Oct. 2020 https://www.google.ca/amp/s/ 
www.ws].com/amp/articles/early-voting-in-texas-breaks- 
records-1 1602695848 


Gollom, Mark. “Georgia was reliably red. Young, Black voters 
helped turn it blue.” CBC News. 8 Nov. 2020 https://www. 
google.ca/amp/s/www.cbc.ca/amp/ 1.57943 14 


Barrow, Bill and Stafford, Kat. “Stacey Abrams credited for 
boosting Democrats in Georgia.” Associated Press. 8 Nov. 2020. 
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-stacey- 
abrams-georgia-atlanta- 1d265f35303be8ca59836a1a95018d82 
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Don’t Run With Scissors 


by Amy Kong 


I am one of those people who tends to hold onto the 
past; it seems that with every spare moment, my mind 
enters a time machine, drifting towards that summer 
in Halifax, that late-night drive with my best friend, 
that walk in the park with all the leaves and the breeze. 
It’s as if my mind is a television station that broadcasts 
reruns of episodes in my head, jumping from season 
to season, with the occasional character coming and 
going, plot twists here and there (none soap-opera 
worthy, but interesting nonetheless). I often think about 
how much time has passed since I saw these fragments 
of my memory for the first time, through my own eyes. 
How oddly shaped my mouth was with braces; how I 
looked like Dora with my hair short; how I wish I could 
go back and change what Pd done; how badly I wish 
that moment was the present. 


2 years ago today, for example, I was filming a French 
project with my new friends that I had just met that 
September, as a new kid in school. I remember we 
were filming a news broadcast, and for the weather 
report one of my friends stood fully clothed in the 
shower with the water on while talking about how 
the forecast included rain. After filming for 5 hours, 
we walked to our friend’s house, stole him from his lab 
report, and walked to get crepes. I’ve thought about 
this seemingly simple night a lot, lately; how much I 
missed the time when it seemed like the world was in 
our hands, and how carefree I felt as we walked around 
the neighbourhood that night. 


I looked back on these moments and adventures the 
most last autumn, though, a year after they’d happened. 
It hurt, a bit, to go from being surrounded by things I 
loved and knowing exactly what my goals were, to 365 
days later, being lost and tired of being lost. I spent a 


lot of time just thinking about the fall of 2018, how 
everything was new and exciting and for the first time. 
But now, in 2020, I feel as if I cropped a lot out of those 
memories from 2 years ago to force them to remain as 
golden as I remembered them to be. The truth is, we 
tend to forget more than we remember; there is always 
more to a story than what we choose to keep. I think as 
people, we tend to try and compartmentalize periods of 
time by cropping out the inconsistencies and fitting our 
memories into labels of “happy” or “sad,” or however 
we categorize them. The pieces we crop out fall out 
of our minds like an autumn leaf fluttering off of a 
branch, onto the ground amongst thousands of others. 
Then winter comes and buries these leaves under the 
weight of snow, the element Winnipeggers know best. 
These lost scraps of memory are more important than 
they seem; not because we require them to tarnish the 
picturesque image we keep in our minds, but because 
we require the nuance these lost scraps provide to 
remind us our memories are real. We cannot lose 
ourselves to contorted images of the past that make us 
resent our present, for our memories come from our 
own experiences; there is nothing artificial about them. 
It is when we crop away the flaws and frame the pretty 
picture that we cross the line between the true and the 
imaginary. 


That is not to say that we shouldn’t imagine at all; how 
colourless and stiff our world would be without the 
minds that travel and wander away from plain sight! 
Still, we owe it to ourselves to think about our memories 
for all that they are; exciting and ever-changing, yet 
also challenging and messy. But it is when we hold both 
the messy and the exciting in one hand, together, that 
we are able to fully appreciate those flecks of gold, 
those sparkling highlights, and continue to chase after 


them. I would never tell anyone to ever stop dreaming, 
but it is equally as important for us to run out of our 
dreams and into our actions to make them reality. We 
have to remember that we don’t have to be stuck in 
these illusions of the past to bring them to the present; 
appreciate life in its entirety and do the most to throw 
a fleck of gold into every day that you live. Perhaps 
this is 780 words of digressions that boiled down to 
carpe diem, or perhaps all Pm saying is that we can’t 
limit ourselves to just dreaming and that is that. What 
I do know is that we cannot let our minds go at our 
memories with scissors. 


Careful, they’re sharp. 


AROUND KELVIN 


Around Kelvin 


Bridging the Gap, One Polar Bear at a lime 


by Martina Barclay 


As a popular attraction at the Assiniboine Park Zoo, 
most Manitobans can say they have seen a polar bear 
or two. However, most do not have the luxury of saying 
they have traveled to Churchill and taken part in real 
scientific research alongside experts, especially as a high 
school student. Last October, and for the last eight years, 
Kelvin High School has been fortunate enough to work 
alongside University of Manitoba professor Dr. Jane 
Waterman on her arctic research, specifically on the 
deteriorating body condition and identification of polar 
bears that she has been studying since 1994. 


The most important aspect of the NorthSTAR (S Tudent- 
led Arctic Research) program is to bridge a gap, first and 
foremost, between one another. The goal is to try and 
bring students of varied backgrounds together to learn 
from one another and in doing so “create leaders so that 
people get a feeling of ownership, of true participation 
and gain in confidence in their own abilities.” Dr. 
Waterman expresses that a “big push and the direction 
we're going with this program is to bring more indigenous 
kids into it.” Kelvin Student and NorthSTAR participant 
Laura Western says the skill she improved the most was 
her ability to work in a group and what she felt students 
could take away from the program were newfound 
friendships and an appreciation for other cultures. Notice 
a trend? Not only is the NorthSTAR program fostering 
future scientists, it is bringing people from all ages and 
different cultures together to gain a better understanding 
of each other. Waterman hopes to continue this work by 
bringing even more students in from small communities 
in Northern Manitoba to expose more young people to 
science. 


As a behavioural ecologist, Dr. Waterman describes her 
fascination with polar bears being due to the fact that 
they are “Darwinian puzzles.” Behaviour can be studied 
as a trait similar to fur or eye colour and she explains 
that polar bears differ from other animals because they 


remain motivated to play and be active even as 
their body condition deteriorates. Waterman and 
Kelvin’s very own science department have created 
a program that allows students to be exposed to 
authentic scientific research, which “demystifies the 
process of real science”, explains Ms. Temesvari. 
When first approached with the idea, Dr. Waterman 
had not given the idea of students participating 
much thought but she has become thrilled with how 
it has allowed her to “take students from diverse 
backgrounds and show them that science is cool 
and that they can do science.” Her perspective is 
that taking science out of a classroom setting grants 
students the opportunity to see how dynamic science 
really is, and that “even if they don’t want to go onto 
science, they are now better educated on what science 
is about.” It appears this program has achieved just 
that as Western explains; she says she really enjoyed 
how hands on the research was, saying “what we did 
in Churchill, it was totally like you’re doing this. This 
is on you. You don’t just get to watch. And that was 
nice. Take the photo, get the measurement, write it 
down.” Speaking from experience actively engaging 
in and learning all of the different aspects that go 
into planning and executing field research was a real 
eye-opener to the plethora of opportunities available 
in the science field. It is incredibly beneficial to have 


Around Kelvin 


programs such as this taking place in highschool so that 
students can become aware of such opportunities at a 
young enough age to have an impact on their career 
choice, or simply to give students an appreciation of 
the world around them. 


This year, a year that has required much adaptability, 
unfortunately the trip will not be able to take place. The 
plan had been to have two separate days; the first being 
a day to learn, embrace and celebrate indigenous roots 
and culture, the second being a ‘Science Odyssey,’ a 
day devoted to learning research techniques. Program 
members plan to stay connected with the students in 
the northern communities and move forward with the 
study on these biomarkers of climate change in the 
bears. For both students and teachers, it becomes a 
matter of embracing this school year to come as “the 
new normal”, says Temesvari, “for students, especially 
those in grade 12, it’s going to be the understanding 
that this is not going to be the final year of high school 
that they had always imagined.” 


Around Kelvin 


Spirit Council 


by Martina Barclay 


Kelvin’s new spirit council has been hard at work 
trying to bring some spirit to the student body! After 
successful Halloween festivities for the grade 9’s run 
by the mentors, the next goal was to invoke some 
holiday spirit! Students and staff made over 200 
paper snowflakes similar to those made for Holiday 
Breakfast, an event the entire school looks forward to 
each December. Though the event could not happen 
this year, making the snowflakes over zoom calls and 
talking of past memories brought a nostalgic feeling 
to all members of the Spirit Council. It is our hope 
that the snowflakes bring, if not nostalgic memories, 
a bit of holiday cheer or something small to brighten 
your day. If not, we hope you have noticed the 
holiday music being played at the beginning of the 
day and after the final bell at 3:30 for the last weeks 
before the break. 


Sur rag 


UURAGEN 


During this last weck of school we are encouraging 
students to show us your best holiday sweater (ugly, or 
not). We can’t wait to see them all! 


We encourage you to join the google classroom to help 
spread some school spirit as the school year progresses! 
Ask Mr. Zagari, Mme. Charbonneau or Mme. Morsy 
for more information! 


Arts & Culture 


Home, Sweet Home: 
An Ode to Local Small Businesses 


by Amy Kong 


If you were to walk into a local business today, it 
would probably resemble a laboratory better than the 
picturesque hole-in-the-walls that we’d imagine; plastic 
barriers between seats and at the till; hand sanitizer 
bottles and QR codes scattered throughout stores 
becoming as commonplace as a decorative plant. I bet 
you never thought medical masks and handwashing 
would be the basis for the 2020’s aesthetic. With 
restrictions and safety measures being put in place 
to protect all of us from spreading the virus, small 
businesses have had to go to extraordinary measures 
in order to keep their doors open. Personal protective 
equipment (PPE) was purchased by all stores to protect 
their workers; many have had to remove half of their 
tables to restrict capacity; some have hired greeters at 
the door to remind customers about social distancing 
and to sanitize; others have changed their entrances, 
store layouts and restricted directional flow to minimize 
clustering. Then, there are those who just couldn’t 
survive the pandemic, and were forced to close their 
doors for good once reopening the economy began in 
May. With every small business that closed, the city lost 
establishments that exhibited creative, entrepreneurial 
spirit and brought people together. 


I love a Tim’s iced coffee as much as any Kelvin 
student does, but I also know how empty Corydon 
and Academy and Osborne would look without the 
small coffee shops and other artisanal and industrial 
businesses that give our city its colour. Our small 
businesses are just as much a part of the definition of 
Winnipeg as its people are; they are the cornerstones of 
our communities, the constants amidst the chaos, and 
the inspiration for others to create. If there was ever a 
more necessary time to support local, it would be now. 
It doesn’t take spending copious amounts of money to 
be there for our small businesses in this time; simply 
choosing local alternatives to products we already buy 


goes towards keeping small businesses afloat and giving 
back to them the consistency and comfort that they 
give to us (and they tend to be much more sustainable/ 
eco-friendly as well!). 


Many small businesses rely on the foot traffic of 
wandering locals that frequent the main streets and 
stumble upon their window-displays with intrigue. 
With Code Red restrictions in place until January 8th 
at best, no longer are there groups of friends Holiday 
shopping or busy workers in search of a quick jolt 
of caffeine; businesses are relying on online ordering 
and curbside pick-up during what is usually their peak 
selling seasons. Some businesses are only kept afloat by 
their end-of-year spikes in sales that can be attributed 
to the nature of Holiday consumerism that typically 
arises from the end of November until early January, 
and without the possibility of physical customers and 
the tendency to purchase from larger companies online 
(Amazon being the most popular example), it is likely 
that without local support we will see more and more 
empty storefronts by the time 2021 rolls around. 


Here is where we come in: for all of the last-minute 
gift-shoppers (I know you’re out there!), here are some 
places that would love to have your support through 
purchasing gift cards or products online/for curbside 
pick up: 

For your friend with an indie aesthetic: 

Chip’s Vintage - vintage clothing/accessories/decor 
Small Mercies - jewelery/stationary/home goods 
Shop Take Care - eclectic vintage clothing/accessories 


Little ‘Tree Hugger - organic bath products 


The Locals - clothing/accessories/decor 


For the one that loves all things cozy: 
The Frenchway Cafe - bakery/restaurant 


Cornelia Bean - coffee/tea 
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Café Postal - coffee shop 

Lark - coffee shop/bakery/small food goods 
Forth - coffee shop 

Little Sister - coffee shop 

Prarie Sky Books - bookstore 


McNally Robinson - bookstore 


For the athlete: 
Scam Skate - skateboard shop 
Pembina Source for Sports - sporting goods 


Olympia Cycle & Ski - bikes, winter clothing, sporting 
goods 


Check online for the stores’ curbside pickup or delivery 
policies, as some stores frequently change their policies 
as government restrictions change. Happy gift-giving! 


The New Nosebleeds: 


When your Couch is the Best Seat in the House 


by Lydia Venema 


Summer 2020 was supposed to be my time. 


I had several out-of-town concerts booked, city-stomping 
weekends away and road trips planned with my very best 
friends to get there, and a whole lot of excitement about 
seeing my favourite ex-One Direction members Harry 
Styles and Louis Tomlinson live and in person. 


Then March 13th happened. So it goes without saying, it 
didn’t quite work out. 


The Covid-19 pandemic has taken a massive toll on 
our economy as a whole, and no sector goes untouched; 
unemployment is currently up 2.4°% compared to pre- 
pandemic numbers. 


The entertainment industry would like to think of itself 
as an invincible, unstoppable giant, but in fact, the 
same issues that have been hurting small businesses and 
working-class people, have made their way to the most 
rich and famous. ‘Turns out, People's Choice Awards 
aren't a vaccine. 


But, celebrities are generally fine. They're quarantined 
in their 7000 square-foot Beverly Hills homes and jet 
setting on private planes to remote islands like normal. 
They’re posting tone-deaf videos singing ‘Imagine’ 
and preaching how they’re just like us and we’re all in 
this together. But, are we really all experiencing this 
pandemic together when an extended gap between film 
roles for an A-lister is a difference of how many millions 
sit unnoticed in the bank, and unemployment for a single 
mother or a young student means rent isn’t getting paid 
this month? 


Alas, the entertainment industry isn’t all stars with 
their names engraved in the Hollywood Walk of 


Fame. For tour crews, the staff of small bars and 
theatres, and local performers, the pandemic is a 
real, tangible nightmare. 


When each show using your venue is the difference 
between paying the bills or not, and working a tour 
is your livelihood, lockdown is more than a waiting 
game. Artists like Niall Horan have begun doing 
virtual livestreams shows, with $10-$20 tickets going 
to causes like We Need Crew, which benefits the 
currently unemployed behind-the-scenes members 
of the music industry who make the spectacles we love 
so much happen. At-home for charity entertainment 
is the new much needed normal. 


On October 9th, the New York-based Broadway 
League announced that Broadway’s 41 theatres 
will remain closed until May 30th, 2021, at which 
point they will have been shut down for over a year. 
So, unfortunately, live entertainment, at least in its 
capital, will be taking another minimum six-month 
sabbatical. Here at home, venues are staying shut for 
the foreseeable future as well. For now, we sit back, 
relax in our living rooms, and enjoy a livestream 
concert, which isn’t quite like the real life thing, but 
it'll have to do for now. 


Sources 


Kennedy, Mark. “Broadway shut down due to virus extended again 
until May 30.” Associated Press. 9 Oct. 2020. https://apnews. 
com/article/virus-outbreak-new-york-health-theater-archive- 
ce076cef707b1c9e1b662ac6f119 1 efe 

“Canada’s unemployment rate reaches record 13.7%.” Global News. 
5 Jun. 2020. https://globalnews.ca/news/7029601/canada-may- 
unemployment-rate/ 
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Sports Outside the Box, Inside the Bubble 


by Martina Barclay 


Jumping in the air after a touchdown. Skating past 
the bench on a flyby after a goal. Anxiously watching 
overtime, fingers over eyes. ‘There is something extremely 
special about sitting among thousands of sports fans like 
yourself, united in love for sport (or perhaps united for 
love of Jet Dogs, which I can say are fully worth every 
cent of the whopping $10 price). No matter what the pull, 
sports have a way of bringing people together, which the 
world could use a little of right now. Beginning in March, 
every sport, both locally and globally was required to shut 
down to prevent any further outbreaks of COVID-19, so 
here’s a look at what each sport did to bring sports back 
in a safe way: 


On May 24th, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman 
announced the NHL’s Return to Play plan for the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. The plan was created by a committee 
including executives from the NHL and the NHLPA 
(NHL Players Association), and five standout leaders in 
the league; Ron Hainsey (Toronto Maple Leafs), Connor 
McDavid (Edmonton Oilers), John Tavares (Toronto 
Maple Leafs), Mark Scheifele (Winnipeg Jets) and James 
Van Riemsdyk (Philadelphia Flyers). ‘The plan included 
16 teams paired together for playoff qualifier games 
while the remaining eight played a round robin in order 
to be seeded for the playoffs. The Stanley Cup Playoffs 
took place in two ‘hub cities’, Toronto and Edmonton. 
According to NHL executives, these cities were chosen 
based on multiple factors, one of them being how the 
enormous amounts of testing in the NHL ‘bubble’ 
would affect test availability for the public. ‘Testing was 
organized daily for all players and staff members of each 
team; including in person tests, an online application and 
a no contact temperature check kiosk. This extensive yet 
imperative daily routine did nothing to hinder the spirits 
of players. Assistant captain of the Arizona Coyotes 
Derek Stepan stated that the NHL had done a very good 
job of “making it convenient for the players. Obviously, 
they have a lot of people to test and with the ease 


they’ve been able to do it, it’s been good.” The Stanley 
Cup playoffs stretched all throughout September, coming 
to a conclusion on September 28th with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning being named the Stanley Cup Champions in 
game six with a 2-0 win over the Dallas Stars. The plan 
is for the new season to begin on January 13th, when fans 
can look forward to seeing Manitoban Seth Jarvis lace up 
for the Carolina Hurricanes. Jarvis was picked 13th overall 
in the draft this October; also the newest member of the 
Jets, Cole Perfetti, picked 10th overall. 


The NBA, though similar in testing protocols, adopted 
a slightly different approach to their COVID playoff 
season. ‘Teams were brought to the ESPN Wide World of 
Sports Center in the Walt Disney Resort in Florida to play 
eight final regular season games. Following the seeding 
round, the playoffs began on August 17th following the 
same format as usual with a best of seven series in each 
round. The Milwaukee Bucks and Los Angeles Lakers 
were the two favoured teams entering the NBA ‘Disney 
Bubble’ as it was frequently called, both seeding first in 
their respective conference. The Toronto Raptors and 
Los Angeles Clippers weren’t far behind in predictions 
for strong playoff runs. Prior to the GOVID-19 shutdown, 
the Bucks had a record of 53-12 but their star player 
Giannis Antetokounmpo was sidelined with a knee injury, 
therefore sports fans were anxious to see if he would be 
able to play in these historic playoff rounds. Not only was 
he able to play, Antetokounmpo averaged 26.7 points per 
game and was awarded the league’s MVP for the 2020 
season. Despite his impressive play, the Bucks would fall 
to the Miami Heat in the Eastern Conference Semifinals 
and miss their chance to face off against the Los Angeles 
Lakers in the Finals. The Lakers continued their strong 
play as if no time had passed, with LeBron James and 
Anthony Davis earning 27.6 and 28.2 points per game, 
respectively. The Lakers took a quick 2-0 series lead over 
the Miami Heat, and ultimately won in game six to earn 
their seventeenth championship and first since 2010. 


The MLB, unfortunately, has not had the smoothest of 
restarts when compared to the impressive zero COVID 
cases in both the NHL and NBA bubble. As of September 
4th, 21 separate organizations had had at least one positive 
COVID case. In September, they were required to halt 
their season with 43 total games remaining for teams to 
play due to multiple clusters of GOVID cases on a few 
teams. In the original MLB restart report, it was stated that 
players would be tested every other day, with each team 
playing 10 games against each of the other four teams in 
their division. ‘The MLB has faced backlash surrounding 
these outbreaks, with critics questioning the amount of 
travel required for each team and testing delays only two 
days into the season this July. This resulted in some players 
being unable to take part in team workouts and practices 
in the already condensed summer camp, which prompted 
several players to voice their frustrations. Despite these 
setbacks, the World Series began on October 20th with 
the ‘Tampa Bay Rays facing off against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers (what’s in the water down in LA??). The Dodgers 
won 3-1 to win the World Series on October 27th. The 
MLB has put various new rules in place including having 
a universal designated hitter and a three-batter minimum 
for pitchers. The Rays won game seven of the American 
League Championship against the Houston Astros to 
move onto the World Series for the first time since 2008. 
The Dodgers, too, won in seven games against the Atlanta 
Braves. The Braves seek their fourth championship (and 
first since 1995) after losses in the World Series in both 
2017 and 2018, while the Rays seek their first. 


Though the Bombers will not get to see a startup in 2020, 
with the MLS, NFL and WTA, ATP, and PGA Tours in 
full swing, it looks like at least for the time being, sports are 
here to stay. In our province, Sport Manitoba has made a 
huge effort to continue sports programming throughout 
Manitoba, including hockey, basketball, volleyball and 
baseball. The Manitoba Junior B and Junior A hockey 
leagues have commenced playing, along with Female 
and Male AAA teams, with limited spectators and 
strict protocols in place. ‘Though Basketball Manitoba 
provincials have been canceled, they are holding an eleven 


week development program running from October through 
December, as well as various camps to keep kids of all ages 
involved. A Return to Play Impact Grant has been offered by 
Baseball Manitoba upon application for associations who have 
been negatively impacted by the Return to Play Parameters, 
based on the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Numerous efforts have been made over the last couple of 
months to bring sports back to Manitoba in a safe way, however 
due to a recent increase in restrictions, these initiatives are at 
a standstill. With arenas, gyms and outdoor sports shut down, 
Manitobans are looking to backyard rinks and winter sports 
such as skiing to remain active. However disappointing it may 
be for sports to be canceled, it is a sobering fact that once it is 
safe again, they will resume in full swing. We are lucky to live 
in a society where we are able to remain in contact with our 
teams and remain connected through online video calls and 
team workouts. It is more evident now than ever that sports 
are an essential part of community, promoting relationship- 
building, living a healthy lifestyle, and embracing differences. 
If we, as a society have learned but one thing from the 
pandemic, it is that there are always ways to stay active, if we 
can just think outside the box. 
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